Sample Draft of Rap for talking to City Council People about the

Bring our California National Guard Home Campaign

Hello, may I speak to [name of city council person].  Hi my name is ____, I am a constituent.  I am currently working on a state-wide campaign to bring our National Guard home from Iraq. We have a resolution that the cities of San Francisco & Santa Cruz have already passed, as has the state of Vermont.  One of our goals is to have city councils all over the state of California adopt this resolution calling on the governor to take immediate steps to bring home our Guard. Would you be interested in sponsoring this resolution?
[If yes-]

I would like to bring the resolution by your office – when is a good time? I’d also like to meet with you to discuss the next steps for getting the resolution adopted.  When could we get together?

Are you willing to contact other council members to solicit their support or do you advise me to contact any of them? If yes, which ones?

Thanks so much.  I look forward to meeting with you.

Email the packet to all council persons, including your initial contact, even if you’re meeting them in person.

[If no-]

Would you share with me what your issues are that limit your interest in the resolution?

I’d like to send you a copy of the resolution anyway for you to take a look at.  Can I get your fax number/email address?

Is there another colleague of yours that you feel would be good for me to contact?

(If there are other council people to talk with, let this one go. If there are no other council people to talk with, then: I’d still like to meet with you to discuss your position on bringing home our Guard.  When could we get together?)

At the meeting:

Give the politician the Lobbying Packet (bring one to the meeting even though you’ve already emailed it)

Familiarize yourself with the Talking Points and the Fact Sheet; the Q&A also has good info.
Find out what the person knows about our National Guard and the war in Iraq.

Ask the council member if s/he is willing to sponsor the resolution.

If yes, skip to Goals to clarify:

If not, ask if s/her is willing to endorse the resolution.

If not, find out who would be and then ask questions as the following:

· how do you justify the back-door draft of our National Guard people?

· Who will protect us when our 1st line of defense is in Iraq?

· National Guard deaths are 35% higher than regular combat troops – how do you live w/that?
Goals to clarify:
· When will the politician schedule the resolution for a vote – the next scheduled meeting,  hopefully
· Will s/he call on other council members (preferred option) for support?
· Find out which strategies for getting the resolution adopted s/he recommends: 
· Calls/emails/letters of support prior to vote

· Packing the meeting with supporters

As of August 15th, we have 2 cities/counties – San Francisco & Santa Cruz – that have already passed the resolution with 2 more likely – Oakland & Berkeley. We have several state legislators that have indicated their willingness to sponsor the legislation at the state level in Sacramento. We hope to have them committed by August 29th. We want to add _________(your city) to the list! Every week we wait, about 25 more U.S. soldiers are dead; and at least 210 Iraqis.
