The Nation   March 3, 2005
VERMONT VOTES NO TO WAR

Congress may not be prepared to hold an honest debate on when and how the United States should exit the Iraq imbroglio, but the town meetings of rural Vermont are not so constrained. Declaring that "The War in Iraq is a Local Issue," citizens in communities across the state voted on Tuesday for resolutions urging President Bush and Congress to take steps to withdraw American troops from Iraq and calling on their state legislature to investigate the use and abuse of the Vermont National Guard in the conflcit. 

Spearheaded by the Vermont Network on Iraq War Resolutions, Green Mountain Veterans for Peace and the Vermont Chapter of Military Families Speak Out, the campaign to get antiwar resolutions on town meeting agendas succeeded in more than 50 communities statewide. That meant that the issue was raised in more than one fifth of the 251 Vermont towns where the annual celebrations of grassroots democracy take place. Forty-nine towns voted for the resolutions. Only three voted "no," while one saw a tie vote. In the state's largest city, Burlington, the antiwar initiative received the support of 65 percent of electors. 

{....}  With Guard units being so heavily used in the Iraq, several studies show that Vermont has suffered the highest per capita death toll of any state since the war began a two years ago. 

"There is nothing more quintessentially local than war, and the local connection is the National Guard," explains Ben Scotch, a former director of the Vermont American Civil Liberties Union who helped draft the model resolution for the town meetings. "The guard members and their families are our first concern. Discussions over the appropriateness of their use in the war need to start in our own communities."   [Written by John Nichols. Excerpted from The Nation, March 3, 2005]

****

The Boston Globe June 5, 2005 
Montana in a tug of war for Guardsmen:

Deployments in Iraq mean fewer firefighters
HELENA, Mont. -- When summer wildfires burn out of control in the vast forests of the Rocky Mountains, the Montana National Guard has always been available to act as a fire force of last resort, sending its soldiers deep into the wilderness to help fire crews, protect evacuated property, and transport supplies to the front lines. 

But as fire season approaches this year, the Montana Guard faces what its commander describes as an ''unprecedented" shortage of firefighters and helicopters, prompting the state's governor, Democrat Brian Schweitzer, to ask the Pentagon to return more of the state's troops from Iraq this summer for what he fears could be a particularly dangerous fire season. 

''It's dry, it's double dry, it's triple dry," Schweitzer said in an interview at the state capitol, citing much-lower-than-normal snowfall across a state that has suffered from drought for the past seven years."  [Written by Alan Wirzbicki, Globe Correspondent, and excerpted from the Boston Globe website, www.boston.com.]

****

The Washington Post July 18, 2005
Guard Deployments Weigh on Governors
DES MOINES, July 18 -- [....]  The Pentagon's reliance on Guard and reserve forces has brought the war home to small communities, straining local economies and disrupting families and businesses. While praising the spirit and patriotism of their Guard and reserve units, governors have begun to question the policies that have led to multiple deployments of some units, charging that the Iraq war threatens to leave states unprotected against natural disasters and to make retention more difficult.

 "I think all governors right now are worried about the long-term effects of long deployments and frequent deployments on recruiting and retention," said Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee (R). "We talk about it a lot when we get together. It's a major topic of concern. We understand it's become part of military necessity. It's not something you change immediately. But in the long term, I think our policy has got to be rethought."  [Written by Dan Balz.  Excerpted from The Washington Post website, www.washingtonpost.com.]

