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Dear California State Legislator:
On behalf of our concerned neighbors and friends and your constituents, we are urgently asking you to join Loni Hancock and 24 other Legislators in co-authoring AJR36, the Resolution calling on Governor Schwarzenegger to take immediate steps to bring home our California National Guard NOW!

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, the immediate return of our Guard cannot be postponed. As the remainder of our Guard was rightfully deployed to help out in Louisiana, it has become painfully clear to all of us that our Guard must be returned from Iraq to do the job here in California they signed up for: to protect and care for Californians, to be California’s first line of defense.

By June 2005, twice the number of National Guard members have been killed in Iraq then in all the years of the Vietnam War. Our Guard is under-trained and provided with out-dated faulty equipment at best, and they are being turned into brutal perpetrators, as reported in the Los Angeles Times on July 27th, at worst.

In Vermont Town Hall Meetings, 52 towns passed this resolution; in Oregon, Multnomah County Democrats unanimously passed this resolution. Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer has called for the Montana National Guard to be returned to his state. United for Peace & Justice has adopted this resolution, giving it highest priority. Peace & Veterans Groups in Pennsylvania & Washington are working diligently to get their National Guard returned. The State of Massachusetts introduced an initiative to immediately stop the draft of their Guard and to call on the Governor to take immediate steps to bring the remaining Guard home.

We are counting on our legislature to secure the immediate and safe return of our California National Guard. The Counties of San Francisco & Alameda have already adopted this resolution, as have the cities of San Francisco, Santa Cruz, Berkeley, Oakland, Sacramento, Arcata, Sebastopol, Davis, Fairfax, West Hollywood and San Fernando; with many other cities in the process of adopting.  Congresswomen Barbara Lee and Lynn Woolsey also support our Guards’ return.

Thank you in advance for your timely, thoughtful and positive consideration. We cannot risk the cost of waiting. Each week at least 20 more U.S. soldiers’ die, countless are injured, and an unknown number of Iraqi are killed. Fire season is upon us, not to mention earthquakes.

Sincerely,

Your constituents
