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December 20, 2005

Dear City Council Member:
On behalf of your concerned constituents, our families, neighbors and friends, we are urgently asking you to place on the next consent calendar the attached Resolution calling on Governor Schwarzenegger to take immediate steps to bring home our California National Guard now. 

You will be joining many other cities and counties in California who are in the process of adopting this resolution. The Counties of San Francisco & Alameda have already adopted this resolution, as have the cities of San Francisco, Santa Cruz, Berkeley, Oakland, Sacramento, Arcata, Sebastopol, Davis, Fairfax, West Hollywood and San Fernando; with many other cities in the process of adopting.  Congresswomen Barbara Lee and Lynn Woolsey also support our Guards’ return.

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, the immediate return of our Guard cannot be postponed. As the remainder of our Guard was rightfully deployed to help out in Louisiana, it has become painfully clear to all of us that our Guard must be returned from Iraq to do the job here in California they signed up for: to protect and care for Californians, to be California’s first line of defense.

By June 2005, twice the number of National Guard members have been killed in Iraq then in all the years of the Vietnam War. Our Guard is under-trained and provided with out-dated faulty equipment at best, and they are being turned into brutal perpetrators, as reported in the Los Angeles Times on July 27th, at worst.

In Vermont Town Hall Meetings, 52 towns passed this resolution; in Oregon, Multnomah County Democrats unanimously passed this resolution. Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer has called for the Montana National Guard to be returned to his state. United for Peace & Justice has adopted this resolution, giving it highest priority. Peace & Veterans Groups in Pennsylvania & Washington are working diligently to get their National Guard returned. The State of Massachusetts introduced an initiative to immediately stop the draft of their Guard and to call on the Governor to take immediate steps to bring the remaining Guard home.

In January, we will be counting on our legislature, through AJR36 authored by Assembly Member Loni Hancock, to secure the immediate and safe return of our California National Guard.

Thank you in advance for your timely, thoughtful and positive consideration. We cannot risk the cost of waiting. Each week at least 20 more U.S. soldiers’ die, countless are injured, and an unknown number of Iraqi are killed. Fire season is upon us, not to mention earthquakes.

Sincerely,

Your constituents

SAMPLE #2

Date:


To: 
Mayor _____ and Council Members


_______ City Hall

Dear _____________:

I have attached the “Resolution calling upon the Governor of California to take immediate steps to withdraw our California National Guard troops from Iraq now”. This Resolution is currently being introduced in various towns across California, after having been (mostly unanimously) adopted already by the cities of San Francisco, Santa Cruz, Berkeley, Oakland, Arcata, Sebastopol, Sacramento, Davis, Fairfax, San Fernando, and West Hollywood, as well as the counties of San Francisco and Alameda.

On behalf of your constituents, our families, neighbors and friends, I am asking if you are willing to put it on the consent calendar for the council next meeting?

Currently, this Resolution, AJR36 authored by Loni Hancock, is in front of our State Legislature and we expect they will adopt it in January when they return to session. 

We hope our Council can also adopt this Resolution in a timely manner.

CodePink: Women for Peace, Gold Star Families, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Veterans for Peace, are some of a large, diverse group of organizations and individuals working on the Campaign to Bring Home our California National Guard. We trust you agree we need our Guard here at home as our first responders to protect & care for Californians in times of disasters; and that it is inappropriate for our Guard forces to be drafted from their families and lives to be put in harm's way in an un-declared war (by Congress), where the rationale for our invasion is at best questionable.

I would like to discuss this with you in person.  I think this is an important message for our city to be sending.  This has already being done in many jurisdictions & states, with the 52 towns in Vermont leading the way last March.  I look forward to talking with you soon.

Also enclosed is some information about our National Guard, copies of a few newspaper articles; and some Department of Labor statistics 

Sincerely,

