Tips for approaching Politicians

(city council members, county board of supervisors, school board members, etc)

Getting articulate, outspoken members of National Guard families on board can be primary to a successful vote adopting the Resolution!!!

For Relatively Progressive Cities

1) identify your most left-leaning, most liberal council member(s)

2) speak to them over the phone, email/fax the resolution and ask to meet with them. It is best if you can have a person in their district make these contacts.  Politicians are always more receptive to their constituents.

3) at the meeting, determine if they have/can get the votes to pass the resolution

4) turn the politician packet over to them

5) aim for having the resolution presented & voted on at the next meeting
6) pack the meeting with supporters

7) call the press

For the MEDIUM ones:

1) make a list of your council people from your most left-leaning, most liberal council member(s) to the most farther away

2) find out who in your community might have connections w/this council person & ask them to be involved

3) set up meeting w/the most supportive council person and their aide

4) bring small group w/as high-profile/powered folks as possible (representatives from diverse communities as: business, peace, union, spiritual, military, family – or the folks that count the most to this council person

5) make sure to focus on your goal: how are we going to get this resolution passed – do not get side-tracked into arguing about ‘never happen’, ‘not feasible’ – just see what this person(s) is going to do to get this resolution passed

6) ask someone to take minutes of the meeting for your information & for later reference & strategizing

7) if it gets to the point where you decide this council person(s) has no ideas about how to get it passed or is not going to put the energy into getting it passed, ask which council person would be able to help get this passed – stirring up a little competition….

8) Approach the next council person, until the very last (in other words, talk to them all, make sure you know that you are going to have the votes you need).  It is best to have one person from the council person’s district to make the call or at least to go to the meeting.

9) If you have the votes to pass the resolution, get as many supporters out to the meeting, and plan a press conference.

10) If you don’t have the votes to pass the resolution, still try – but don’t put it on the agenda until you can pack the meeting w/supporters, and until you have substantial signatures for voters in your council’s districts

For difficult ones:

Use the same strategy as above, making several meetings with each council member who seems even the least bit receptive.  Remember, you are laying the ground work for this person.  Find out their position on bringing home our guard. Ask questions to determine all aspects of their position – find out how informed they are (or are not). 
Education, mild pressure and high-profile people is a good combo.  Find out what and who you have in common with the person and use that.

Bring it home to California and Californians – bring in vocal National Guard family members. Ask questions like “how to you justify this back-door draft of our National Guard?”; “Who is going to put out our forest fires and how much will it cost us?”; 

